
 
On the www.msrealtors.org/initiative65/ website, you will find a link to the 

language of the Proposed Amendment which is referred to as “Initiative Measure 
No. 65” on the November 3, 2020 ballot in Mississippi. This summary lists the 

Mississippi REALTORS® points of concern in the language of the  
proposed constitutional amendment. 

 
 
 

The Mississippi REALTORS® have not taken a position on Medical Marijuana. 
 

The Mississippi REALTORS® have taken a position in opposition to Initiative Measure No. 65 
as the vehicle to make Medical Marijuana widely available in the state. 

 
The Proposed constitutional amendment is on the following pages. As a defender of private property rights 
and an advocate for community and economic development, the following are areas of specific concern to the 
Mississippi REALTORS®: 
 

• Section 8 (4) and Section 8 (5) restrict the ability of municipalities and counties to determine where 
Medical Marijuana dispensaries/treatment centers may be located. From the amendment: “Zoning 
provisions applicable to retail dispensaries shall be no more restrictive than those for a licensed retail 
pharmacy and zoning provisions applicable to other businesses that fall within the definition of medical 
marijuana treatment centers shall be no more restrictive than other comparable sized and staffed 
lawful commercial or industrial businesses.” 

 

• The processing, sale and use of medical marijuana, by this constitutional amendment, would be 
exempt from state or local tax, thus would not contribute to the state’s General Fund to be used for 
schools, roads, bridges or other community needs. Section 6 provides that “Revenue generated under 
this section or through the issuance of identification cards or the licensing of medical marijuana 
treatment centers shall pay for the costs incurred by the department in implementing and enforcing 
the provisions of this article and shall be deposited into a special fund in the state treasury to be 
expended by the department without prior appropriation or authorization. The department shall 
administer the fund and make expenditures from the fund for costs or other services or programs 
association with this article. Fund balances shall not revert to the General Fund.” Additionally, Section 
8 (3) states, “…the processing and use of medical marijuana shall be exempt from the application of 
any state and/or local sales tax or other fee, other than that authorized by this article.”  
 

• Ballot Initiative 65 is a Constitutional Amendment. If passed and the language is enshrined in the 
Mississippi Constitution, it is nearly impossible to change. 
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